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AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


ACROSS THE STATE 


With new 
authority, 
Kemp shuts 
all schools 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@ajc.com 


Georgia’s governor gained 
— and used — sweeping emer- 
gency powers, financial mar- 
kets saw their steepest losses 
in three decades, and society 
further contracted Monday as 
an extended crisis over the 
coronavirus appeared increas- 
ingly likely. 
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LF 


In Washington, President 
Donald Trump said drastic 
steps to contain the outbreak 
may be necessary until July or 
August. Federal officials urged 
Americans to shun all gather- 
ings of more than 10 people for 
the next 15 days — a guideline 
that could shut down work and 
worship, schools and social 
events across the country. 

In Atlanta, after state law- 
makers endorsed his unprec- 
edented declaration of a pub- 
lic health emergency, Gov. 


By J. Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


Underscoring the continued challenges of 
widespread coronavirus testing, three of Geor- 


State continued on A10 gia’s largest hospital systems urged people on 
Monday not to come to hospitals to be tested if 
they have mild or moderate symptoms. 

aS “Inundating hospitals and doctors’ offices 

INFORMATION YOU NEED 


for testing by patients who can be managed 
at home, we believe, will worsen the impact 
of COVID-19,” read the statement from Emory 
Healthcare, Piedmont Healthcare and Wellstar 
Health System. 

“The majority of patients can safely recover 
at home with self-isolation and symptomatic 
treatment,” the joint statement said. 

While the hospital systems said testing for 


We are committed to bringing 
you the latest on the outbreak. 
Follow AJC.com/coronavirus 
for updates, health information 
and helpful resources to keep 
you and your family safe. 
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RESTAURANTS 


Tents and a mobile medical unit are nearing completion outside the emergency entrance 
at Wellstar Kennestone Hospital to more efficiently serve patients who are being tested for 
COVID-19 on Monday in Marietta. CURTIS COMPTON / CCOMPTON@AJC.COM 


TESTING 


Don't seek tests, doctors tell mild cases 


Hi iJ 
An ambulance worker anda patient wear 
masks at the emergency entrance at Wellstar 
Kennestone, which confirmed that it is 
“treating patients diagnosed with COVID-19.” 
CURTIS COMPTON / CCOMPTON@AJC.COM 


Owners, workers on edge as restaurants struggle 


pea ts 


ae 


Employees stack chairs Monday at the 1901 Peachtree Road Chick- 
fil-A after Atlanta-based Chick-fil-A said it is temporarily closing 


dine-in seating at its restaurants. JOHN SPINK / JSPINK@AJC.COM 


By Michael E. Kanell 
mkanell@ajc.com 


Rob Atherholt is struggling to 
keep Taqueria el Vecino alive 
and its staff intact while busi- 
ness evaporates and public offi- 
cials encourage citizens to avoid 
crowds. 

By Sunday, business was off 
60% and takeout orders — typ- 
ically just a fraction of sales — 
were simply not enough to give 
him confidence that he can stay 
open, he said. “It’s day to day.” 

So he is letting student 
part-timers go at the Decatur 


eatery while holding on to work- 
ers who depend on their jobs 
for a living, he said. “They’ve 
worked for me for seven or eight 
years. I am going to pay them, 
but their hours won’t be what 
they were.” 

Atherholt’s emergency is indus- 
trywide. For workers and owners 
alike, the health crisis triggered 
by the coronavirus pandemic has 
also quickly become a large and 
lethal economic threat. 

Roughly 500,000 people work 
in the restaurant industry in Geor- 


Restaurants continued on A10 


TOOUR READERS 


Anote about 
today’s newspaper 


We know you are counting on us to keep you 
informed with credible, in-depth news and 
information surrounding COVID-19. 

Because so many events have been canceled, 
we are rethinking our coverage of many top- 
ics and are looking for ways to provide a com- 
plete reading experience. 

And, yes, we recognize you may also be look- 
ing for a small diversion. 

In today’s Sports section, you’ll find Mark 
Bradley’s latest installment of the 10 most 
remarkable Final Fours of all time. 

We believe keeping our community informed 
is an essential public service, and we are hon- 
ored to work on your behalf. 


INSPIRE ATLANTA, A5 
Long time with college 
—and with foster kids 


Michael Ruff, a Lincoln University 
employee since 1969, also has 
cared for dozens of foster children. 


y MORE OF TODAY'S TOP NEWS: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Officials weigh absentee options 


METRO, B1 
Gainesville survivor will 
aid Scouts settlement 


Man who alleged abuse is among 
survivors appointed to represent 
victims in the Chapter 11 case. 


LEE eee 
THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


LEGISLATURE SUPPORTS KEMP 
Georgialawmakers voted Monday to grant Gov. 
Brian Kemp broad new authorities to respond 
to the coronavirus pandemic, ratifying his 
declaration of a public health emergency. A2 


ROUGH DAY ON WALL STREET 
The S&P 500 fell 12%, its biggest drop since 
the coronavirus outbreak began to roil U.S. 
markets in the United States last month — 
and its worst daily decline since October 1987. 
The Dow dropped nearly 3,000 points. A3 


DELAYED PRIMARY 
Georgia’s delayed presidential primary brings 
the possibility that election officials will mail 
absentee ballot applications to older voters, 
or even to every voter in the state. B1 


SPORTS, Cl INDEX 
[] z Business 
Baseball won’t begin ae 
untilatleastmid-May | °2*"s 
Dear Abby 
The Braves and other teams will Crossword 
still try to play “as many games as Classifieds 
possible,” MLB says. Comics 


All 


EXTENDED CRISIS 


HOSPITALS 
Facilities 
preparing 
for a surge 
of patients 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 

and Carrie Teegardin 
cteegardin@ajc.com 


Some Georgia hospitals are 
already straining to cope as 
asurge of people concerned 
they may have the coronavi- 
rus swamp emergency rooms 
and more beds are filled with 
suspected cases. 

The state Department 
of Public Health on Mon- 
day increased Georgia’s 
count of confirmed cases 
to 121, but that number is 
expected to swell as testing, 
which is still very limited, 
becomes more widely avail- 
able. Already, one Georgia 
hospital is awaiting on test 
results for more than 50 
severely ill patients. 

Rationing is sweeping 
the system. Hospitals from 
Gainesville to metro Atlanta 
to Albany have stopped elec- 
tive surgeries in order to free 
up beds. Hospitals know 
they don’t have enough 
masks and protective equip- 
ment for the long haul that 
they expect with this coro- 
Nnavirus. 

On Monday, Emory 
Healthcare, which oper- 
ates 10 hospitals and numer- 
ous clinics around metro 
Atlanta, started a two- 


Coronavirus continued on A6 


SCHOOLS 


Statewide 
school tests 
postponed 
indefinitely 


By Ty Tagami 
ttagami@ajc.com 


The Georgia Department 
of Education will postpone 
and maybe eliminate manda- 
tory school testing this year as 
teachers and school adminis- 
trators worry about the conse- 
quences of disruptions caused 
by the coronavirus. 

On Monday afternoon Gov. 
Brian Kemp ordered all schools 
to close through the end of 
the month. Most had already 
decided to close for days or 
weeks to prevent children at 
schools from spreading the 
virus. The state’s reaction 
to the closures affecting 1.8 
million students suggests an 
expectation that they could 
lose ground academically 
as school and family life is 
disrupted. Some school dis- 
tricts have said they plan to 
shift to online education, but 
it is unclear how many are 
equipped to do so. Meanwhile, 
looming this spring are the 
Georgia Milestones, the man- 
datory standardized tests used 
to measure how well students 
have been taught. 


School tests continued on A7 
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